
 

 

OFFTON and WILLISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting held on 21st May 2019 in the Village Hall 

 
Present Cllr S Warnes (Chairman)                          Cllr A Rumsey 
  Cllr D Cattermole                                        Cllr A Cox 
                           Cllr I Gilson                                                  Cllr A Cox 
  Cllr C Pinson Roxburgh                              District Cllr D Pratt 
  T Davis (Clerk)   
                                                               
Associations & Speakers           
              District Councillor 
  County Councillor                                                                                                     
  Offton & Willisham Church         
                          Engagement Officer for MSDC area            
  Offton Recorder           
  Willisham Recorder                       
  Village Hall  
  Claydon High School 
  Stowmarket High School 
                 
Public present: 6 members of the public. 
 

1 Apologies for absence 
Cllr M Bolton, Silke Pinson-Roxburgh, PC S Henriksen sent their apologies. 

2 Minutes of previous meeting 21st May 2018 to be agreed - agreed and signed by chairman 

3 Matters arising from 2018 minutes - none 

4 Prior to the Annual Reports, it was brought to the Chairs attention the confusion over the start 
time. Unfortunately some residents had to leave early but wished to express their thanks to the 
Parish Council for all their efforts. In addition another resident thanked the Parish Council for the 
grass cutting that takes place round the church. The remaining residents were happy to observe 
the Parish Council Meeting beginning at 7pm and be present for the Annual Parish Meeting which 
started at 8pm (following directly after the Parish Council Meeting). The District Councillor also 
had to leave, but had given his report in the Parish Council Meeting. 
Chairman’s Annual Report 
The last year has seen a number of changes for the Parish Council. Our long standing Clerk Olga left us for 

pastures new, and the council had the difficult task of recruiting a new clerk. We now have the services of 

Teresa who has stepped into Olga’s shoes and has very much had to hit the ground running.  Teresa is 

reliable, capable and self- motivated. We are very fortunate to have her and we hope she will be with us 

for a long time. I would like extend councils thanks to Teresa for her hard work this year. 

Councils search for a location for affordable housing is still ongoing. We should extend our thanks to the 

working group, who have worked on this project for the last few years. Their persistence is to be admired. 

We have seen some resolution to the issue of the speed limit on the junction of Wallow Lane, the speed 

limit will be reduced to Forty miles an hour, and we hope this has gone at least some way to answer the 

resident’s valid concerns. We should thank our previous and present County Councillors for their 

assistance in this matter. 

In November last year the parish Council supported the WW1 centenary commemorations. An afternoon 



 

 

tea and art exhibition was held in the village hall. This was organised by Silke Pinson Roxburgh, who along 

with her helpers provided a delicious afternoon tea that received praise from all those attending. The art 

exhibition was very thought provoking and suitably honoured the brave servicemen who gave their lives 

for us. 

In the evening the beacon was lit as part of a nationwide initiative to light up a string of beacons across the 

country. 

In December I attended the Christmas Lunch provided for the older members of our community. Janet 

Crickemore and her team worked hard again this year to give the residents an excellent Christmas Lunch. I 

thoroughly enjoyed the day and was impressed not only by the standard of the lunch, but the community 

spirit shown by those involved in the day. 

We have as a council received many planning applications. Perhaps most significant are an application for 

houses on the Willisham barns site and one for 32 houses in Offton. Council supported the application for 

development of the Willisham Barns site. We felt that this was a suitable site for development due to the 

fact it has previously been developed and would be an improvement to the village. 

The parish Council held a public meeting regarding the application for 32 houses in Offton. The 

overwhelming public opinion at this meeting was that the site was totally unsuitable for housing. This was 

also the opinion of the Parish Council who unanimously voted to urge Mid Suffolk DC to refuse the 

application. This application is still ongoing and Council will continue to monitor the situation. 

The council has again taken part in the annual litter pick. This was organised by Councillor Earl for 

Willisham. We as always found all sorts of rubbish and it is sad that some members of the community 

continue to litter in this way.  

We sadly lost our County Councillor Anne Whyebrow who has passed away. We have welcomed Kay Oakes 

as our new County Councillor. Kay has already taken great interest in our Parishes. We would like to 

extend our thanks to Kay for her hard work and look forward to working closely with her in future. 

Our previous District Councillor Anne Killet was again a tremendous help, her input has been invaluable to 

our Council. We would like to extend our thanks to Anne. Anne has not stood for office again this term and 

we now have a new District Councillor Daniel Pratt. We wish him well and look forward to working with 

him. 

We have had an uncontested Parish Council election with most councillors returning. We have lost two 

councillors from Offton, David Parks and Mike Ratcliffe. We should thank them for serving on the council 

for the last few years. 

Willisham has lost a long standing Councillor and ex-Chairman in Keith Earl. I am sure he will be greatly 

missed by this council and I owe him many thanks for his help over the last year in supporting in my role as 

Chairman. 

In conclusion I would like to say that I have been honoured to be Chairman for the last year. I cannot 

emphasise enough the commitment and hard work undertaken by the members of this council. The 

manner in which the Parish Councillors conduct themselves to serve the community is unique to this 

council and I would like to thank every one of them for their support during the last 12 months.  

PARISH COUNCIL’S FINANCIAL REPORT – 2018/2019 
The balance in hand at the start of the financial year 2018/2019 was £9806.  This year income totalled 
£9612 and expenditure was £9062 after pence rounding, which after accounting for uncleared cheques 



 

 

totalling £2715 after rounding leaves a balance in hand of £13071 in the Bank as of 31st March 2019. 
There were large donations this year of £700 each to the Village Hall, Offton Church and Willisham Church, 
details of which can be found in the Parish Council meeting minutes. 
The precept for 2018/2019 has been set at £9,084.   
The bulk of budgeted expenditure for 2019/2020 will be of a similar nature, Staff wages, Donations to 
Grass Cutting, Composting Toilet and Village Hall Playground Maintenance & Insurance, SALC membership, 
Dog Waste and Litter Bin collection, and General maintenance. 

5 County Councillor’s Annual Report, Cllr K Oakes  

Here is a selection of news items from Suffolk County Council that featured over the last 

12 months. For further details on any of these stories, and more, visit 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news/. 

Councillor Matthew Hicks takes the helm at Suffolk County Council 

On 24 May 2018, Councillor Mathew Hicks was elected as the new leader of Suffolk County Council. 

Councillor Hicks has promised a new era of working in partnership and listening. 

In a speech following his election, he pledged to work with district and borough councils, other public sector 

partners, businesses and residents to find the best ways of delivering services to the people that need them 

most. 

Councillor Hicks also confirmed Suffolk County Council’s focus on major infrastructure projects. He stressed 

the need for a co-ordinated and strategic approach to bring these into the 30 plus year vision, so there is 

clarity on how major infrastructure projects can be delivered when funding is so tight. 

Plan for £6million upgrades to Suffolk recycling centres  

On 24 July 2018, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet approved a plan to invest £6million into upgrading 

Suffolk’s recycling centres.  

The plan has earmarked £3m for the Foxhall Recycling Centre – Suffolk’s busiest with 20% of all recycling 

waste in the county – and £1m for Haverhill for “urgent improvements”. The plans will see improvements to 

traffic access at Foxhall and measures to prevent people from having to climb steps to dispose of their 

waste in the containers. Existing planning permission for work expires in March 2021. 

Currently at Haverhill the site has to be closed when containers are emptied because of space. The funding 

aims to double the size of the site and prevent such closures. 

Elsewhere, £1m has been earmarked for a site to replace the Portman’s Walk Recycling Centre in Ipswich 

town centre, and a further million for the same in Stowmarket. 

The existing Ipswich and Stowmarket sites are considered to be severely constrained for space, with no 

expansion opportunities available and the surrounding roads not offering a safe area to queue onto the 

facility. 

Construction for improvements is expected to get underway in 2019/20. 

Superfast broadband coverage continues to grow 

On 24 August 2018, it was confirmed that 98% superfast broadband coverage will be achieved in 2020. 

Councillor Matthew Hicks, Leader of Suffolk County Council, Jo Churchill, MP for Bury St Edmunds and 

Clive Selley, CEO of Openreach, were joined by representatives from West Suffolk Council, Suffolk 

Chamber of Commerce, Church of England, Country Land and Business Association (CLA), National 

Farmers Union (NFU) and the Better Broadband for Suffolk Team to confirm plans to reach 98% coverage 

in 2020. 

Councillor Matthew Hicks, Leader of Suffolk County Council and Cabinet Member for Economic 

Development and Infrastructure, said:  

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news/


 

 

“We have now confirmed that we will achieve 98% superfast broadband coverage by the end of 

2020, which highlights our commitment to connecting Suffolk. We have already seen an increase in 

delivery, with 137 new structures built last quarter. This equates to approximately 3,000 additional 

premises receiving a new superfast broadband connection. 

“With this agreement in place, Openreach will continue to ensure that we meet our ambitious goal. 

In the meantime, we will continue to look for further funding opportunities to work on delivery to the 

final 2%.” 

The Hold construction is underway 

By November 2018, the construction of The Hold building was well underway. The Hold will deliver a new 

home for the majority of Suffolk’s unique archival collections, as well as state-of-the-art public facilities 

including seminar rooms and a 200-seat auditorium. 

The new building, which will be situated near the junction of Fore Street and Grimwade Street in Ipswich, 

will be part of the University of Suffolk campus and will be run by the county and the university together. 

Work began on the construction of The Hold building in August 2018, with the demolition of a derelict 

building at the northern end of the site. The construction will focus on the strongrooms first, where the 

archives will be kept. The building will formally open to the public in Spring 2020. Once finished, more than 

100 direct and indirect full-time jobs will be created as well as training and apprenticeships. 

Suffolk’s roads warming to £300,000 thermal patching technology 

January 2019 saw Suffolk Highways celebrating road repair success following a £300,000 investment in Nu-

phalt Thermal Patching technology. 

The investment, which has been funded from the extra £9.67 million received from central government in 

the autumn, has aided the county’s Highways teams to carry out more effective, longer-lasting repairs to 

Suffolk’s road surface. 

Over the month of January, Suffolk Highways deployed three thermal road repair machines which repaired 

approximately 1,700 potholes county-wide. 

The process includes an eight-minute heating cycle of the road surrounding the defect allowing for the 

existing road surface to be heated to 200 Celsius. The surface is then raked, topped up with bitumen binder 

and pre-heated material, then compacted. This all takes place within the service’s much-favoured 15-minute 

temporary closure. 

The process does not require excavation of the highway, meaning no dust or noise, and better still, no 

waste material. The result also means there are no surface joints, which can be prone to faster 

deterioration. 

Following its success, Suffolk Highways is now looking to accommodate this technology by adapting some 

of its own fleet to self-deliver this repair technique from March 2019.  

 

Department for Education recognises outstanding performance by Suffolk students 

On 24 January 2019, the Department for Education published revised GCSE and A Level results. 

GCSE 

Suffolk has risen in national league tables for students in the county achieving the standard GCSE pass in 

English and Maths. 

Department for Education figures confirm that 1% more students in Suffolk are achieving the expected 

standards in English and Maths at GCSE compared with last year. 

Since 2015 there has been a change to the way that English and Maths GCSEs are graded. Results are 

now graded from 9 to 1, (previously A to G) with 9 being the highest and 1 being the lowest. 



 

 

The expected standard for pupils to achieve is now a grade 4 (a standard pass) and above (previously a C 

grade and above), with grade 5 considered a ‘strong pass’. These changes will be phased in to cover all 

subjects by 2020. 

64% of students in Suffolk are now achieving the expected standard in English and Maths, putting Suffolk in 

the top half of authorities achieving this standard. 

GCSE progress remains above average and Suffolk students have seen a steep increase this year with a 

Progress 8 score of +0.08, compared with -0.02 nationally. This figure puts Suffolk in the number 1 position 

in our statistical neighbour group. 

Progress 8 measures how well pupils of all abilities have progressed by comparing them with students who 

achieved similar levels in Key Stage 2 across the country. Suffolk is in the top half of authorities for this 

figure, ranked 42nd out of 151. 

The percentage of disadvantaged pupils in the county achieving the standard pass in English and Maths is 

in line with national figures. The Progress 8 figure for disadvantaged pupils is also above the national level 

and is in the top half of authorities, ranked 42nd out of 151 (up from 67th in 2016). 

A Level 

The validated A Level figures confirm that Suffolk pupils have once again performed well with the number of 

A*- E grades remaining above the national average figures. 

The figures show that 98.1% of A Levels taken in the county have been awarded an A*-E grade, compared 

to 97.6% nationally. A Level attainment is measured by the Department for Education using a points 

system. Points are given based on the type of A Level and the grade achieved. For example, an A Level at 

grade A is worth 50 points, whereas an AS Level would be worth half of this. 

Suffolk’s A Level average points per entry this year has risen by 0.3 to 30.3 compared with this time last 

year. 

Green light to develop more specialist education placements in Suffolk  

On 29 January 2019, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet agreed recommendations to move forward with 

creating more specialist education places in Suffolk. 

Suffolk will need between 300 to 400 places for children with additional needs between now and 2020, and 

this figure is likely to continue to increase. The demand for specialist education places in Suffolk is rising 

rapidly due to the county’s population growth, advances in medicine, and the increasing complexity of 

specialist needs. 

The recommendations include three new special schools and 36 specialist units attached to existing 

mainstream schools, which combined will create over 800 new specialist education places in the 

county. The Cabinet also agreed that a clarified education pathway for specialist provision is created to 

assist families in understanding what the local offer is. 

Following the approval of the recommendations, the proposal to borrow up to £45.1 million to fund the new 

places will now go to the county council’s Capital Strategy Group to be reviewed. If agreed, the decision will 

go back to Cabinet in the spring for final sign-off so the recommendations can be rolled out. 

Suffolk wins £4.4 million for “smart” street lighting 

A highlight of January was the announcement that Suffolk has won a grant of £4.4 million from the 

Government for a pioneering project to develop “smart” street lighting. The project will see streetlights 

adapted in a range of innovative ways, including being equipped with wind vanes and solar panels to 

generate rather than consume energy. Highways’ electricity bill is currently £2.3 million a year and set to 

rise, so anything that reduces the bill is very welcome. 

The street lights will be equipped with sensors to undertake a range of tasks such as measuring traffic 

speed and volume; measuring road temperatures – so gritting runs can be better targeted; and indicating 

whether nearby grit bins need filling or gullies need emptying. The street lights can also be adapted to act 



 

 

as Wi-Fi and 5G transmitters. 

Plug In Suffolk – the UK’s First ‘Fully Open’ Electric Vehicle Charging Network 

On 6 February, EO Charging, one of the UK’s leading electric vehicle (EV) charging manufacturers, 

launched ‘Plug In Suffolk’ in partnership with Suffolk County Council and renewable energy provider Bulb. 

This is the country’s first ‘fully open’ public fast charging network for electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles, 

meaning EV drivers simply pay by contactless payment with no need to register with networks or become 

members of organisations. 

The first ‘Plug in Suffolk’ charging location was unveiled at Urban Jungle Plant Nursery and Cafe in Beccles. 

The company offer two 7kW EO chargers alongside the EO Pay kiosk, allowing members of the public and 

employees to charge their electric vehicles. 

‘Plug In Suffolk’ will see the installation of electric vehicle charging stations (up to 400 individual sockets) 

across the county at 100 key locations and business addresses. Once completed the charging network will 

be available for all plug-in vehicle drivers with each charging location listed on www.pluginsuffolk.org or 

searchable via Zap Map and Google Maps.  

The ‘Plug In Suffolk’ charging network forms part of Suffolk County Council’s ambition of Creating the 

Greenest County in the UK. 

Suffolk successful in winning £1.725 million in extra funding for business broadband roll out 

On 1 March 2019, it was announced that Suffolk County Council, working in partnership with West Suffolk 

Council, East Suffolk Council of Suffolk Coastal and Waveney, and Babergh and Mid Suffolk district 

councils has been successful in securing £1.725 million from the Department for Environment Food and 

Rural Affairs. 

The funding will contribute to providing Superfast Broadband access to many businesses, across Suffolk’s 

most rural areas, who are not in plans to receive Superfast Broadband as part of the current fibre 

broadband rollout. 

The funding will cover connection to over 550 businesses across the county where current internet speeds 

are limited to lower speed connection methods. On top of the business connections, this funding will also 

reach a further 600 non-business-related premises who will be able to upgrade to superfast speeds.  

Suffolk has been at the forefront of fibre broadband rollout, via its Better Broadband for Suffolk Program, 

since 2010 and currently the county enjoys a superfast broadband coverage of 93%, with the current 

contract due to reach 98% by 2020. This additional funding will contribute towards meeting some of the 

remaining 2% of the county that is not covered by the existing contracts. 

Work on connecting these new areas will begin later in 2019. 

 

6 District Councillor’s Annual Report, Cllr D Pratt 
I would like to thank you for electing me as your District Councillor and look forward to representing your 
village. 

 
I do not have a full report for the month of May since it is my first week in my new role as District 
Councillor. This is partly because I am in the stage of familiarising myself with the role, and the 
organisation and the processes in which I will be involved. Furthermore, the period since the beginning of 
April has seen very little District Council decision making due to the moratorium on politically sensitive 
announcements. In future you will receive a full report ahead of each meeting. 

 
On Thursday 2nd May, I am pleased to announce that the Green Party made gains in the Mid-Suffolk 
district doubling the original number of Councillors from 6 to 23. This result, I believe, shows that people 
are looking for new ideas to help our communities flourish and develop in a sustainable and low impact 
way. I look forward to working with the parishes to help improve the sustainability of our community 
assets and safeguard the biodiversity of our countryside. 



 

 

7 Reports were received from Offton Village Recorder & Claydon High School, no other reports 
were received – Scanned below. 
 

8 Parishioners’ questions - none 

 The meeting concluded at 8:35pm 

 
















